The National Turfgrass Federation (NTF) and The Foundation for Food and Agriculture
Research (FFAR), with the sponsor’s financial support of the event, partnered together to hold a
virtual convening of turfgrass stakeholders in October 2020. The meeting’s purpose was to
review the accomplishments from the first September 2017 national turfgrass workshop, set
future research priorities, and suggest FFAR/industry research projects for funding. Nearly 70
stakeholders participated in the meeting over the three days, representing various regional and
sectoral perspectives.
The first part of the Summit allowed participants to hear from speakers throughout the Turfgrass
industry. Presentations included government agencies, nonprofit, industry, and researchers.
Participants had the chance to engage in a Q&A with all speakers following each session.
Following the presentations, in small breakout groups, participants began identifying priorities
for a national research agenda. After generating an initial list on Day 2, participants on Day 3
refined the list and then voted to prioritize national turfgrass needs. The top priorities for the
national research agenda that received at least 5% of the participant’s votes were:
• National Turfgrass Industry Survey
• Germplasm Improvement – Genomics
• Germplasm Improvement – Abiotic Traits (Environmental)
• Ecosystem Services/Impacts – Water Impacts
• Environmental Stresses – Need for plant resilience and management of interacting
stresses
• Best Management Practices (BMPs) – BMPs specific contributions to environmental
factors
• Best Management Practices - Advancing Agronomic and Environmental Best
Management Practices
• Germplasm Improvement – Biotic Traits (Disease, Insects, etc.)
During the meeting, the input received will be used to revise and update the National Turfgrass
Research Initiative (NTRI) to address current and future issues in the turfgrass industry. NTF
will help guide universities, government agencies, and industry on specific research needs
within the priorities listed.
To see an in-depth summary of the conference, including speaker abstracts and a full list of
priorities, please see the complete meeting report.
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